
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number:  PE1071
Main Petitioner: Ruchelle Cullen on behalf of Lochinver Primary School 
Parents and Teachers Association 
Subject:  Calls on the Scottish Executive to ensure that all primary school 
children, particularly those in remote and rural areas, have adequate access 
to visiting specialist teachers of music, art and physical education. 
 
Background 
As part of its target to raise the total number of teachers to 53,0001, the 
previous Executive had a target to provide 1,000 additional specialist visiting 
teachers including 400 PE teachers.  (See: S2W-20141, S2W-9047).  They 
also had a target to guarantee one year’s music tuition to all children by the 
time they reach P6.  Programmes in support of these commitments included 
the following: 
 
The Youth Music Initiative - a programme administered by the Scottish Arts 
Council as part of the previous Executive’s commitment on music tuition. 
 
Cultural Co-ordinators - a programme administered by the Scottish Arts 
Council which works to facilitate arts and cultural heritage visits, events and 
workshops for their local schools. 
 
Active Schools Co-ordinators to co-ordinate the Active Schools programme 
throughout primary and secondary schools and the wider community.  They 
work closely with class teachers, physical education specialists, primary and 
secondary head teachers, local authority sports development staff, school 
travel co-ordinators and governing bodies of sports clubs. 
 
Provision in Highland 
In June 2006, the BBC reported that parents in Highland were concerned that 
schools would not be providing visiting specialist teachers in P1 to P3.  The 
Council said that the decision was a matter for head teachers and that: ‘In 
some primary schools in the Highlands primaries one, two and three won't 
have direct access on a weekly or regular basis to visiting teachers."  The 
budget constraints were attributed to funding the McCrone agreement (BBC 
News Pupils Miss Out on Teacher Temps, 29th June 2006).  The Council 
stated that: 
 

“…some head teachers of our larger schools have decided to direct 
their additional staffing resources towards the upper stages where it is 
felt that best use can be made of the expertise of visiting specialist 
teachers. […]  many Councils in Scotland did not have a visiting 
teacher service and there were many primary school teachers in 

                                                 
1 See: A Partnership for a Better Scotland: Partnership Agreement, Scottish Executive 15 
May, 2003 
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Scotland who taught the full curriculum from P1-7”. (Director Clarifies 
Visiting Teacher Provision, Highland Council press release 29th June 
2006). 
 

Scottish Government 
The Government has made the following manifesto commitments: 
 

“We will ensure that every pupil has 2 hours of quality PE each week 
delivered by specialist PE teachers. We will continue the Active 
Schools Programme and improve it by building greater links between 
schools and local sports clubs and governing bodies”. 
 

The Government is working towards a target of two hours of good quality 
physical education for each child every week by the end of the school year 
2007-08. (S3W-4524) 
 
Scottish Parliament  
PE915 raised the same issue but the petition was closed on 8 February 
2006 because the petitioner no longer wished to pursue it. 
 
Statistics 
In 2006 there were 329 primary teachers recorded as centrally employed.  
Visiting teachers are included in this number.  Across the primary and 
secondary school sectors there were 539 peripatetic music instructors, 50 
music teachers, 57 PE teachers and 39 art teachers who were centrally 
employed.  Increasingly, local authorities are recording visiting specialists in 
the schools in which they teach, rather than as centrally employed.  

There were also 77 music instructors and 23 sports coaches/co-ordinators.  In 
addition the numbers of primary teachers whose main subject was art, music 
or PE has changed over the last three years as follows: 

Main subject 2004 2005 2006 
Art and design 60 57 76 
Music 108 86 113 
PE 142 117 160 
Teachers in Scotland, 2006, table 2.7 
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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